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Summary of the Ombudsmanôs Determination and reasons 

 

Detailed Determination 

Material facts 

 

 

 

 

ñé However they said that you can authorise such a purchase in justifiable 

circumstances and my case, I believe, is. You see I did not qualify in medicine 

until last year and this is my first ever contract with M.A.H.A. as a qualified 

doctor. The above mentioned record is due to a locum I undertook at that date 

as a final year student and the contract was for 5 working days and surely it 

would have been unreasonable to have applied for a purchase of extra years 

at that stage. Since then and until I qualified in Dec. 1980 I did a total of 3 

other locums as a student again twice for a week each time and the third for 

10 days or so. I did one week as a locum as a qualified doctor but that was 
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just before last Christmas and well within the 12 months within which one has 

to make the purchase. My proper contract started 1st Feb. 1981. I, therefore, 

would appreciate your consideration regarding this. I also wish to know 

whether the superannuation I paid as a student will be taken into consideration 

in this respect.ò 

 

ñFor each added year purchased your annual pension and lump sum retiring 

allowance would be increased by 1/80th and 3/80ths respectively of your 

superannuable pay in the final year of service (or the best of the last 3 years) 

éò 

 

 

ñé if you decide to purchase five added years there will be an increase in your 

pension of £337.50 and in your lump sum of £1,012.50. This calculation has 

been based on your current salary of £5,400 and I am sure that you will realise 

that tax relief and your salary on termination are the most significant elements 

of the purchase.ò 

 

ñThis application was made within the time limits specified in the regulations 

and within 3 months of the quotation of cost being supplied éò 

 

 
1 It is not clear why that date is stated to be the ómaterial dateô. Paragraph (2) of Schedule 7 to the 1980 

Regulations defines the material date as the date on which the application form to purchase added years is 
received by the memberôs employing authority. The form which Dr N submitted appears, from the date 
stamp, to have been received by the employer on 19 June 1981. However, the relevant legislation did not 
change between 8 March 1981 and 19 June 1981, so I do not consider this point to be material to the 
outcome of Dr Nôs complaint. 
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ñWhere an officer has completed payments in accordance with paragraph (1)2 

or paragraph (2) [of Regulation 25], the number of added years so purchased 

shall be added to his contributing service.ò 

 

 

ñIn the case of a practitioner, in respect of each year that is added to 

his contributing service by virtue of paragraph (3) or paragraph (4) there shall 

be added to his remuneration for the financial year in which the material date 

(as defined in paragraph 2 of Schedule 7) falls the remuneration on which the 

payments under this regulation were calculated, and a proportionate part of 

such remuneration shall be added in respect of any part-year.ò 

 

 

 

 

ñI can advise you that your service as a Trainee GP will continue to be classed 

as officer status for our record purposes until you complete your training and 

 
2 Paragraph (1) referred to Schedule 7 to the 1980 Regulations. Schedule 7 allowed for added years to be 

paid for by instalments, as had been agreed in Dr Nôs case. 


